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Jan. 6 Capitol Breach

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 For Inmediate Release

U.S. Attorney's Office, District of
Columbia
USADC.Media@usdoj.gov

Defendant Allegedly Created Large “Trump” Sign Used as a Battering Ram
Against Police

WASHINGTON — An Ohio man has been arrested for allegedly assaulting law
enforcement and other charges related to his alleged conduct during the Jan. 6, 2021, breach of
the U.S. Capitol. His alleged actions and the actions of others disrupted a joint session of the
U.S. Congress convened to ascertain and count the electoral votes related to the 2020
presidential election.

Jeffrey Newcomb, 41, of Polk, Ohio, is charged in a criminal complaint filed in the District
of Columbia with felony offenses of assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers and
obstruction of law enforcement during a civil disorder. In addition to the felonies, Newcomb is
charged with misdemeanor offenses of entering or remaining in any restricted building or
grounds, disorderly or disruptive conduct in a restricted building or grounds, and disorderly
conduct in a capitol building or grounds.
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The FBI arrested Newcomb today in Polk, Ohio, and he will make his initial appearance in the
Northern District of Ohio.

According to court documents, it is alleged that Newcomb created a large 13ft by 10ft
custom metal sign, which read "Trump" and was supported by large casters about the size of a
person's head. Newcomb brought this sign with him as he traveled from Ohio to Washington.
D.C., and participated in the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.

Court documents say Newcomb was identified in video footage on the morning of January
6th carrying the sign onto the U.S. Capitol grounds. Images from that day depict Newcomb
moving the sign around Constitution Avenue, NW, and other areas near the "Stop the Steal" rally
near the White House. Later, Newcomb pulled the sign toward the southwest corner of the
Capitol grounds with the help of several other rioters along the way. Newcomb and others then
carried the sign up the Maryland Walkway, closer to the Capitol building.

It is alleged that Newcomb and others then carried the sign into a mob of rioters facing
off against a police line on the West Plaza. Court documents say that Newcomb, with the
assistance of others, passed the giant metal framed sign from the southwestern portion of the
West Plaza mob toward the center front of the crowd. Rioters cheered the sign's arrival, and
many in the crowd helped pass it closer and closer to the police line as Newcomb carried the
sign by one of its large casters.

At approximately 1:40 p.m., Newcomb and the sign reached the police line on the West
Plaza. At this point, it is alleged that Newcomb still carried the sign by one of its casters. It is
further alleged that Newcomb and other rioters then started pushing the sign on a path in order
to ram it into the police line. At one point, Newcomb fell as he began to walk up the plaza's
steps, and the sign's progression temporarily paused.

Newcomb got back up and grabbed the sign once again as the mob resumed pushing it
forward. Just before the mob was about to hit the police line with the sign, Newcomb released
the sign, allowing it to move further forward with the mob like a battering ram. As police officers
struggled to address the danger caused by the sign, Newcomb dropped back and, at one point,
supported rioters continuing to shove the sign toward the police line by pushing on rioters'
backs. The sign eventually struck police.

According to court documents, the sign could have easily knocked over police due to the
frame's sheer size and the sharp edges and corners, which were readily capable of causing
slicing or splitting injuries. Police worked quickly to pull the sign away from the mob. It
ultimately took over a dozen officers to completely remove the sign.

Newcomb remained on the West Plaza for some time until well after the West Plaza
police line fell at approximately 2:30 p.m., and rioters swarmed onto the Inaugural stage.

https://www justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/ohio-man-arrested-assaulting-law-enforcement-and-other-charges-during-jan-6-capitol-1 2/5



2/10/25,7:52 AM District of Columbia | Ohio Man Arrested for Assaulting Law Enforcement and Other Charges During Jan. 6 Capitol Breach | United States Depar...
This case is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia and
the Department of Justice National Security Division’s Counterterrorism Section. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Ohio.

This case is being investigated by the FBI's Cleveland and Washington Field Offices.
Valuable assistance was provided by the U.S. Capitol Police and the Metropolitan Police
Department.

In the 45 months since Jan. 6, 2021, more than 1,532 individuals have been charged in
nearly all 50 states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including more than 571
individuals charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement, a felony. The investigation
remains ongoing.

Anyone with tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or visit tips.fbi.gov.

A complaint is merely an allegation, and all defendants are presumed innocent until proven
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in a court of law.

Contact
USADC.Media@usdoj.gov
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Facebook Marketplace Armed Robberies Case Ends in Guilty Plea

Elijah Porter, 20, of Washington, D.C., pleaded guilty today in the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia to charges from two armed robberies, committed in 2023, announced U.S.
Attorney...

February 7, 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Man Who Stabbed His Girlfriend 21 Times Gets 15 Year Prison Term

Devan Green, 30, of Washington DC, was sentenced today to 180 months in prison, for stabbing
his girlfriend in their apartment on September 19, 2023, announced U.S. Attorney Edward R...

February 7, 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Guilty Plea in Theft and Sale of Hundreds of Government-Issued Phones
and Computers Slated for Destruction

Nikhil Parekh, 37, of Randallstown, Maryland, pleaded guilty today in U.S. District Court in
connection with the theft and sale of hundreds of government-issued smartphones, laptop
computers, and other IT...

February 4, 2025
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