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Michigan Man Pleads Guilty to Felony
Charge for Actions During Jan. 6 Capitol
Breach

Monday, September 23, 2024 For Inmediate Release

U.S. Attorney's Office, District of
Columbia
USADC.Media@usdoj.gov

WASHINGTON - A Michigan man pleaded guilty today to a felony offense related to his
conduct during the Jan. 6, 2021, breach of the U.S. Capitol. His actions and the actions of others
disrupted a joint session of the U.S. Congress convened to ascertain and count the electoral
votes related to the 2020 presidential election.

Jason Howland, 47, of Clinton Township, Michigan, pleaded guilty to a felony offense of
obstruction of law enforcement during a civil disorder before U.S. District Judge Trevor N.
McFadden. Judge McFadden will sentence Howland on Jan. 10, 2025.

According to court documents, on Jan. 6, 2021, Howland was identified in open-source
video among a large group of rioters assembled near the base of the scaffolding on the
northwest side of the U.S. Capitol building. There, U.S. Capitol Police officers had formed a
police line to prevent unauthorized individuals from entering the scaffolding. Rioters directly in
front of the police line began to assault officers and attempt to overrun the police line. Howland
observed this and, in response, turned to the crowd behind him and yelled, “Let’s go,” and waved
his arm forward twice.
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Immediately after Howland yelled, “Let’s go,” he and other rioters began to push forward,
overrunning the police line and advancing toward the Capitol. As Howland advanced forward
with the crowd, he pushed on the back of individuals in front of him. Court documents say that
Howland'’s conduct obstructed, impeded, and interfered with U.S. Capitol Police officers lawfully
engaged in the lawful performance of their official duties.

Howland then advanced to the Upper West Terrace and entered the Capitol at
approximately 2:17 p.m. through the Senate Wing Door. Inside the building, Howland traveled to
the Crypt, where he chanted with others and observed rioters assault police. At approximately
2:20 p.m., while inside the Crypt, Howland received and read a message from another individual
telling him, “Congress in session just figured out u guys are there and went running out of the
session. Now on recess n house on lockdown.”

At approximately 2:51 p.m., Howland entered the Capitol Rotunda and observed a line of
Metropolitan Police Department and U.S. Capitol Police officers attempting to clear the area of
rioters. In response, Howland approached the police line. At approximately 3:06 p.m., Howland
entered the East Foyer. As he entered, he yelled at a group of U.S. Capitol Police officers.

Howland exited the U.S. Capitol at approximately 3:17 p.m. In total, Howland was inside
the Capitol for approximately one hour.

After leaving the Capitol, Howland remained on the East Plaza, where he yelled at police
officers who were arriving to respond to the riot. At approximately 5:28 p.m., an individual
texted Howland asking whether ANTIFA had broken into the Capitol. Howland replied, “I’'m not
going to tell you who specifically. It wasn’t Antifa. It was patriots,” then added in a successive
message, “No. Not Antifa. For a fact.” When the individual told Howland: “Well everyone on
Twitter and all over is assuming it was Antifa. So that’s awesome,” Howland replied, “Good.
Congress knows who it was.”

The FBI arrested Howland on Jan. 24, 2024, in Mt. Clemens, Michigan.

This case is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia
and the Department of Justice National Security Division's Counterterrorism Section. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of Michigan.

This case is being investigated by the FBI's Detroit and Washington Field Offices. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Capitol Police and the Metropolitan Police Department.

In the 43 months since Jan. 6, 2021, more than 1,488 individuals have been charged in
nearly all 50 states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including nearly 550
individuals charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement, a felony. The investigation
remains ongoing.
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Anyone with tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or visit tips.fbi.gov.
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Facebook Marketplace Armed Robberies Case Ends in Guilty Plea

Elijah Porter, 20, of Washington, D.C., pleaded guilty today in the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia to charges from two armed robberies, committed in 2023, announced U.S.
Attorney...

February 7, 2025
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Man Who Stabbed His Girlfriend 21 Times Gets 15 Year Prison Term

Devan Green, 30, of Washington DC, was sentenced today to 180 months in prison, for stabbing
his girlfriend in their apartment on September 19, 2023, announced U.S. Attorney Edward R...

February 7, 2025
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Guilty Plea in Theft and Sale of Hundreds of Government-Issued Phones
and Computers Slated for Destruction

Nikhil Parekh, 37, of Randallstown, Maryland, pleaded guilty today in U.S. District Court in
connection with the theft and sale of hundreds of government-issued smartphones, laptop
computers, and other IT...

February 4, 2025
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