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PRESS RELEASE

New York Man Arrested on Felony and
Misdemeanor Charges for Actions
During Jan. 6 Capitol Breach

Thursday, February 8, 2024 For Inmediate Release

U.S. Attorney's Office, District of

Columbia

WASHINGTON — A New York man has been arrested on felony and misdemeanor charges
related to his conduct during the breach of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. His actions and the
actions of others disrupted a joint session of the U.S. Congress convened to ascertain and count
the electoral votes related to the 2020 presidential election.

Christopher Douglas Finney, 32, of Hopewell Junction, New York, is charged in a criminal
complaint filed in the District of Columbia with felony offenses of obstruction of an official
proceeding and civil disorder.

In addition to the felonies, Finney is charged with several misdemeanor offenses,
including knowingly entering or remaining in any restricted building or grounds without lawful
authority, disorderly and disruptive conduct in a restricted building or grounds, disorderly
conduct in a Capitol building, act of physical violence in the Capitol grounds or buildings, and
parading, demonstrating, or picketing in a Capitol building.

Finney was arrested today by the FBI in Hopewell Junction and will make his initial
appearance in the Southern District of New York.
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According to court documents, Finney traveled from his home in New York to Washington,

D.C., to attend a rally on Jan. 6, 2021. Finney recorded himself near the Washington Monument

and, in the recording, stated, "We're gonna be going up to, where they're -what's the building

where they're doing the counting at?" Someone off camera replied, "the Capitol," and Finney

continued, "we're going up to the Capitol, eventually. We're gonna storm the Capitol. They're not

gonna keep us outta there. We're gonna make sure that this is done correct and that Donald

Trump is still our president.”

At approximately 12:49 p.m., an open-source video captured Finney addressing a crowd
through a megaphone while just outside the fenced boundary of the Capitol's restricted area.
Approximately four minutes after Finney appears, the video records an off-camera reaction to
the first breach of the Capitol grounds. Following the first breach of the Capitol grounds, Finney
recorded himself wearing a face mask printed with a skull and stating, "We're storming the
Capitol right now. We just broke over the fence. As you can see, we have many many many
people, millions of people, storming the lawn right now to the Capitol building. We started
tearing down the fence; this is all fence right here as you can see. We're going in there. Let's go."

Finney continued to record himself as he crossed the Capitol's West Lawn and scaled a
stone wall reinforced with snow fencing. He eventually made his way to the Inauguration
scaffolding at the northwest corner of the Capitol's West Front. Finney recorded himself
entering the scaffolding and ascending the steps past a police line and bike rack barricades
onto the Upper West Terrace and approaching the Senate Wing Doors.

As he approached the Senate Wing Doors, Finney recorded himself stating, "Patriots, we
have made it. We are where they are counting." Finney entered the Capitol building via the
Senate Wing Doors at 2:14 p.m. Finney then exited the building through a broken window next to
the Senate Wing Doors but quickly reentered. After this second entry, Finney proceeded south,
stopping in a conference room and then moving to the Crypt, where he declared in a video
recording, "As you can see, we're inside the Capitol right now." From the Crypt, Finney made his
way to the OAP corridor and exited the Capitol through a door on the east side of the building.

After he exited the building, Finney made his way to the west side of the Capitol and
arrived at the Lower West Terrace Tunnel. The Tunnel was created by the construction of a
stage for the upcoming Presidential Inauguration and was the site of some of the most violent
attacks against law enforcement on January 6th.

Here, Finney joined with other rioters in a group push against the police line in the Tunnel.
As the crowd pushed, another rioter threw an object emitting smoke at officers at the front of
the Tunnel. As the entrance to the Tunnel filled with smoke, Finney retreated down the steps. At
the bottom of the steps, Finney assisted other rioters in passing a long wooden pole up to the
Tunnel entrance. Another rioter then tossed the pole at the police line. Finney recorded video
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footage as the crowd threw other objects at the police, a rioter jabbed at officers with a pole,
and additional rioters beat officers with a bat and a riot shield.

This case is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia
and the Department of Justice National Security Division's Counterterrorism Section. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York.

This case is being investigated by the FBIl's New York and Washington Field Offices.
Valuable assistance was provided by the U.S. Capitol Police and the Metropolitan Police
Department.

In the 37 months since Jan. 6, 2021, more than 1,313 individuals have been charged in
nearly all 50 states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including more than 469
individuals charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement, a felony. The investigation
remains ongoing.

Anyone with tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or visit tips.fbi.gov.

A complaint is merely an allegation, and all defendants are presumed innocent until proven
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in a court of law.

Updated February 8, 2024
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Related Content

PRESS RELEASE
Facebook Marketplace Armed Robberies Case Ends in Guilty Plea

Elijah Porter, 20, of Washington, D.C., pleaded guilty today in the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia to charges from two armed robberies, committed in 2023, announced U.S.
Attorney...

February 7, 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Man Who Stabbed His Girlfriend 21 Times Gets 15 Year Prison Term

Devan Green, 30, of Washington DC, was sentenced today to 180 months in prison, for stabbing
his girlfriend in their apartment on September 19, 2023, announced U.S. Attorney Edward R...

February 7, 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Guilty Plea in Theft and Sale of Hundreds of Government-Issued Phones
and Computers Slated for Destruction

Nikhil Parekh, 37, of Randallstown, Maryland, pleaded guilty today in U.S. District Court in
connection with the theft and sale of hundreds of government-issued smartphones, laptop
computers, and other IT...

February 4, 2025

https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/new-york-man-arrested-felony-and-misdemeanor-charges-actions-during-jan-6-capitol-0 4/5


https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/facebook-marketplace-armed-robberies-case-ends-guilty-plea
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/man-who-stabbed-his-girlfriend-21-times-gets-15-year-prison-term
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/guilty-plea-theft-and-sale-hundreds-government-issued-phones-and-computers-slated
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/guilty-plea-theft-and-sale-hundreds-government-issued-phones-and-computers-slated

2/10/25,10:51 AM District of Columbia | New York Man Arrested on Felony and Misdemeanor Charges for Actions During Jan. 6 Capitol Breach | United States De...

https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/new-york-man-arrested-felony-and-misdemeanor-charges-actions-during-jan-6-capitol-0 5/5


mailto:usadc.webmaster@usdoj.gov

