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PRESS RELEASE

Texas Man Sentenced on Felony and
Misdemeanor Charges for Actions
During Jan. 6 Capitol Breach

Tuesday, May 23, 2023 For Inmediate Release

U.S. Attorney's Office, District of

Columbia

WASHINGTON - A Texas man was sentenced today on charges related to his actions
during the breach of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. His actions and the actions of others
disrupted a joint session of the U.S. Congress convened to ascertain and count the electoral
votes related to the presidential election.

Christopher Grider, 41, of Eddy, Texas, was sentenced in the District of Columbia today to
83 months in prison, 36 months of supervised release, ordered to pay restitution of $5,055, and
a fine of $812, for his conviction on felony and misdemeanor charges. Grider pleaded guilty in
December 2022.

According to court documents, on Jan. 6, 2021, Grider traveled to Washington, D.C., where
he entered the scaffolding on the northwest terrace of the Capitol with a crowd of rioters who
had pushed through a police line. He obtained a bike rack and used it to climb to the terrace
stairs, and then proceeded up the terrace stairs —at one point, stopping to wave rioters toward
the Capitol. Once inside the Capitol, Grider found an electric utility box and pressed buttons as
he yelled “Turn the power off!” He then proceeded to the Crypt, where he was part of another
group of rioters who pushed through a police line. Grider then proceeded to the hallway outside
of the House Chamber, where he waved more rioters in. After this group of rioters pushed
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through the police line that stood between the mob and the House Main Door, Grider stood with
other rioters directly outside of the House Main Door, as they attempted to get inside the House
Chamber.

Grider then ran from the House Main Door to the Speaker’s Lobby Door, where he
watched members of Congress and staff evacuate on the other side. He gave his helmet to
another rioter and pushed on the door. The rioter proceeded to use the helmet to break the
windows in the door. Grider was observed backing away from the Speaker’s Lobby door as other
individuals were screaming, “gun.” The officer on the other side of the door subsequently fired a
single gunshot that struck and killed a woman. After the shooting, police ordered rioters to
move away from the scene. Grider remained and could be seen leaning over the railing to get a
better glimpse of the woman bleeding on the floor. Grider was holding his phone over the
stairway appearing to capture a video or pictures of the woman.

The case was prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia.
Valuable assistance was provided by U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Texas.

The case was investigated by the FBI's Washington Field Office. Valuable assistance was
provided by the FBI's San Antonio Field Office and the U.S. Capitol Police.

In the 28 months since Jan. 6, 2021, more than 1,000 individuals have been arrested in
nearly all 50 states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including more than 320
individuals charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement. The investigation remains
ongoing.

Anyone with tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or visit tips.fbi.gov.
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Guilty Plea in Theft and Sale of Hundreds of Government-Issued Phones
and Computers Slated for Destruction

Nikhil Parekh, 37, of Randallstown, Maryland, pleaded guilty today in U.S. District Court in
connection with the theft and sale of hundreds of government-issued smartphones, laptop
computers, and other IT...

February 4, 2025

PRESS RELEASE
Alleged Armed Carjacker Charged After Arrest

Parren Hawkins, 33, of Washington, D.C., was charged today in Superior Court with armed
carjacking in connection with an incident, yesterday, in Northeast D.C. The charge was
announced by U.S...

February 3, 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Murder of Shoe Reseller Results in 32 Year Sentence

Darius Anderson, 23, of Washington, DC, was sentenced today to 32 years of in prison for first-
degree murder while armed and related offenses in the June 2022 killing of 30-year...
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