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PRESS RELEASE

Retired NYPD Officer Sentenced to 10
Years in Prison For Actions Related to
Capitol Breach

Thursday, September 1, 2022 For Inmediate Release

U.S. Attorney's Office, District of

Columbia

Defendant Assaulted Law Enforcement Officer With Flagpole, Tackled Him,
and Tried to Remove Officer’s Helmet and Gas Mask

WASHINGTON -A retired New York Police Department officer was sentenced today to 10
years in prison for assaulting a law enforcement officer with a deadly or dangerous weapon and
related charges for his actions during the breach of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. His and
others’ actions disrupted a joint session of the U.S. Congress convened to ascertain and count
the electoral votes related to the presidential election.

Thomas Webster, 56, of the village of Florida, New York, was sentenced in the District of
Columbia.

“As a former Marine and retired police officer, Thomas Webster could readily see the
growing dangers to law enforcement when he and other members of the mob targeted the
Capitol on Januarty 6th," said U.S. Attorney Matthew M. Graves. “He chose to escalate the
situation, brutally going on the attack. Today’s sentence holds him accountable for his repeated
attacks of an officer that day.”
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“As a former police officer and U.S. Marine who took an oath to defend the Constitution

against all enemies foreign and domestic, Thomas Webster knew the severity of his actions on

January 6,” said Steven M. D’Antuono, Assistant Director in Charge of the FBlI Washington Field

Office. “When he assaulted an officer at the U.S. Capitol that day, Mr. Webster betrayed not only

his oath but also his fellow law enforcement officers, who risk their lives every day to protect

the American people. Today’s sentencing -the longest given to any Capitol riots subject to date

— matches the gravity of Mr. Webster’s offenses. The FBI continues to work with our partners to

bring the perpetrators of egregious assaults on law enforcement and our democracy to justice.”

According to the government’s evidence, on Jan. 6, Webster first attended a rally and then
moved to the Capitol, where he illegally entered the Capitol grounds. He wore a bulletproof vest
and carried a large metal flagpole bearing the red and yellow flag of the U.S. Marine Corps. At
approximately 2:28 p.m., Webster was among the mob on the other side of metal barricades set
up by law enforcement officers attempting to secure the Lower West Plaza area of the Capitol.
Webster approached an officer from the Metropolitan Police Department who was behind the
metal gates. Webster pointed his finger at the officer and began swearing at him, telling him,
among other things to “take your sh---off,” an apparent invitation to the officer to take off his
badge and fight.

Webster then aggressively shoved the metal gate into the officer’s body. He raised the
flagpole and forcefully swung it toward the officer. The officer managed to wrest the flagpole
away. Webster, however, then broke through the metal barricade, tackled the officer to the
ground, and tried to remove his helmet and gas mask, choking him. During this attack, the
officer struggled to breathe. While Webster had the officer restrained on the ground and unable
to breathe, others in the mob began kicking the officer. The officer sustained several injuries as
a result of Webster’s attack.

Webster was arrested on Feb. 21, 2021. He was found guilty by a jury on May 2, 2022, of
five felonies: assaulting, resisting, or impeding officers with a dangerous weapon; obstructing
officers during a civil disorder; entering and remaining in a restricted building or grounds, while
carrying a dangerous weapon; engaging in disorderly or disruptive conduct in a restricted
building or grounds, while carrying a dangerous weapon, and engaging in physical violence in a
restricted building or grounds, while carrying a dangerous weapon. He also was found guilty of
one misdemeanor, engaging in an act of physical violence in the Capitol building or grounds.

Following his prison term, Webster will be placed on three years of supervised release. He
also must pay $2,060 in restitution.

The case was prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia and the
Department of Justice National Security Division’s Counterterrorism Section. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York.
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The case was investigated by the FBI's Washington Field Office, which identified Webster
as AFO #145 on its seeking information photos, and the FBI's New York Field Office, Hudson
Valley Resident Agency. Valuable assistance was provided by the U.S. Capitol Police, the
Metropolitan Police Department, and the U.S. Secret Service.

In the 19 months since Jan. 6, 2021, more than 860 individuals have been arrested in
nearly all 50 states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including over 260
individuals charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement. The investigation remains
ongoing.

Anyone with tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or visit tips.fbi.gov.
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Nikhil Parekh, 37, of Randallstown, Maryland, pleaded guilty today in U.S. District Court in
connection with the theft and sale of hundreds of government-issued smartphones, laptop
computers, and other IT...

February 4, 2025

PRESS RELEASE
Alleged Armed Carjacker Charged After Arrest

Parren Hawkins, 33, of Washington, D.C., was charged today in Superior Court with armed
carjacking in connection with an incident, yesterday, in Northeast D.C. The charge was
announced by U.S...

February 3, 2025

PRESS RELEASE
Murder of Shoe Reseller Results in 32 Year Sentence

Darius Anderson, 23, of Washington, DC, was sentenced today to 32 years of in prison for first-
degree murder while armed and related offenses in the June 2022 killing of 30-year...

January 31, 2025
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