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California Man Pleads Guilty to Felony
Charge for Destroying Property During
Jan. 6 Capitol Breach
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Defendant Smashed Windowpanes With Foot and Fist

            WASHINGTON - A California man pleaded guilty today to a felony charge of destruction of
government property for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, which
disrupted a joint session of the U.S. Congress that was in the process of ascertaining and
counting the electoral votes related to the presidential election.

            According to court documents, Hunter Ehmke, 21, of Glendora, California, was part of a
large crowd gathered about 2:15 p.m. on Jan. 6 outside the Rotunda Door on the East Side of the
Capitol building. He jumped up onto a ledge of a window that has multiple panes and leads to an
office inside. Ehmke, using his right foot, kicked in the three lower panes of the window,
shattering them. Then, using his right fist, he smashed two additional windowpanes. According
to the Architect of the Capitol, the damage to the five broken windowpanes totaled $2,821.

            Ehmke was arrested in California on Jan. 13, 2021. He pleaded guilty in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia and is to be sentenced on May 11, 2022.
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            This case is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia
and the Department of Justice National Security Division’s Counterterrorism Section. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of California.

            The case is being investigated by the FBI’s Los Angeles Field Office and the U.S. Capitol
Police. Valuable assistance was provided by the FBI’s Washington Field Office.

            In the one year since Jan. 6, more than 725 individuals have been arrested in nearly all 50
states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including over 225 individuals
charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement. The investigation remains ongoing.

            Anyone with tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or visit tips.fbi.gov.

Updated January 14, 2022

Attachments

Ehmke, Hunter - Plea Agreement [PDF, 552 KB]

Ehmke, Hunter - Statement of Offense [PDF, 480 KB]
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Guilty Plea in Theft and Sale of Hundreds of Government-Issued Phones
and Computers Slated for Destruction

Nikhil Parekh, 37, of Randallstown, Maryland, pleaded guilty today in U.S. District Court in
connection with the theft and sale of hundreds of government-issued smartphones, laptop
computers, and other IT...

February 4, 2025
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Alleged Armed Carjacker Charged After Arrest

Parren Hawkins, 33, of Washington, D.C., was charged today in Superior Court with armed
carjacking in connection with an incident, yesterday, in Northeast D.C. The charge was
announced by U.S...

February 3, 2025
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Murder of Shoe Reseller Results in 32 Year Sentence

Darius Anderson, 23, of Washington, DC, was sentenced today to 32 years of in prison for first-
degree murder while armed and related offenses in the June 2022 killing of 30-year...

January 31, 2025
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