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PRESS RELEASE

Florida Man Arrested on Charges
Related to Jan. 6 Capitol Breach

Tuesday, November 23, 2021 For Inmediate Release

U.S. Attorney's Office, District of
Columbia

Defendant Accused of Joining With Group of Oath Keepers to Unlawfully
Enter U.S. Capitol

WASHINGTON — A Florida man, an affiliate of the Oath Keepers, was arrested today on
charges related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, which disrupted a joint session of the
U.S. Congress that was in the process of ascertaining and counting the electoral votes related to
the presidential election.

James Beeks, 49, of Orlando, is charged with obstruction of Congress, a felony, and a
misdemeanor charge of unlawfully entering a restricted building or grounds. He was arrested
this afternoon in Milwaukee and made his initial appearance in the Eastern District of Wisconsin.
He was released pending further court proceedings.

According to court documents, Beeks joined with others to forcibly enter the Capitol on
Jan. 6 and obstruct the Congressional proceeding occurring that day. At about 2:30 p.m., a
group of Oath Keeper members and affiliates marched in “stack” formation into the Capitol
grounds and then up the east steps of the Capitol to the area outside of the Rotunda doors.
Beeks was part of a mob of people, including some who attacked law enforcement. At 2:38 pm,,
the doors were breached, and the group stormed into the Capitol. Once inside the Capitol, the
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group split up. Half of them, including Beeks, tried to push their way through a line of law
enforcement officers guarding a hallway that led to the Senate chamber. Law enforcement
forcibly repelled their advance. Beeks and others with him regrouped in the Rotunda and then
left the building at approximately 3:04 p.m.

Prior to the confrontation, Beeks joined with a group of Oath Keepers while walking from
the Ellipse to the Capitol. Unlike the camouflage-combat attire of many individuals in the group,
he was wearing a Michael Jackson “BAD” world tour jacket and a black helmet, and he was
carrying what appeared to be a homemade black shield.

This case is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia
and the Department of Justice National Security Division’s Counterterrorism Section. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorney’s Offices for the Middle District of Florida and the
Eastern District of Wisconsin.

The case is being investigated by the FBI's Tampa Field Office. Valuable assistance was
provided by the FBI's Milwaukee Field Office and the U.S. Capitol Police.

In the ten months since Jan. 6, more than 675 individuals have been arrested in nearly all
50 states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including over 210 individuals
charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement. The investigation remains ongoing.

Anyone with tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or visit tips.fbi.gov.

The charges contained in any criminal complaint or indictment are allegations. The
defendant is presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in a
court of law.

Updated November 23, 2021

Attachments

Beeks, James - Redacted Complaint [PDF, 189 KB]

Beeks, James - Redacted Statement of Facts [PDF, 2 MB]
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Convicted of a Drive-By Shooting and Fentanyl Trafficking, Member of
‘21st and Vietnam’ Crew Sentenced to 161 Months

Briyon Shuford, 30, of Washington D.C., was sentenced today to 161 months in prison for his
participation in a daylight drive-by shooting -while he served as a DC Violence...

February 3, 2025

PRESS RELEASE

Alleged Armed Carjacker Charged After Arrest

Parren Hawkins, 33, of Washington, D.C., was charged today in Superior Court with armed
carjacking in connection with an incident, yesterday, in Northeast D.C. The charge was
announced by U.S...

February 3, 2025
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Murder of Shoe Reseller Results in 32 Year Sentence

Darius Anderson, 23, of Washington, DC, was sentenced today to 32 years of in prison for first-
degree murder while armed and related offenses in the June 2022 killing of 30-year...

January 31, 2025
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