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U.S. Attorney's Office, District of
Columbia

WASHINGTON — Three individuals associated with the Oath Keepers, a paramilitary
organization focused on recruitment of current and former military, law enforcement, and first
responder personnel, were indicted today in federal court in the District of Columbia for
conspiring to obstruct Congress, among other charges.

Jessica Marie Watkins, 38, and Donovan Ray Crowl, 50, both of Champaign County, Ohio;
and Thomas Caldwell, 65, of Clarke County, Virginia, were indicted today in federal court in the
District of Columbia on charges of conspiracy, obstructing an official proceeding, destruction of
government property, and unlawful entry on restricted building or grounds, in violation of 18
U.S.C. 88 371, 1512, 1361, and 1752. Watkins and Crowl were arrested on Jan. 18; Caldwell was
arrested on Jan.19. All three individuals originally were charged by criminal complaint. The
maximum penalty for Obstructing an Official Proceeding is a sentence of up to 20 years in
prison.

According to the charging documents, Watkins, Crowl, and Caldwell communicated with
each another in advance of the Jan. 6, 2021, incursion on the U.S. Capitol and coordinated their
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attack. Watkins, Crowl, and Caldwell are all affiliated with the Oath Keepers, while Watkins and
Crowl are also members of the Ohio State Regular Militia. Watkins claimed to be a commanding
officer within the Ohio State Regular Militia in a social media post.

According to the indictment, the three defendants initiated their communications and
coordination in November 2020 and continued through on or about Jan. 19, 2021, when Caldwell
was arrested. The exchanges vary in topics from a call to action to logistics, including lodging
options, coordinating calls to discuss the plan, and joining forces with other Oath Keeper
chapters. On Dec. 31, 2020, Caldwell posted, “THIS IS OUR CALL TO ACTION, FREINDS! SEE
YOU ON THE 6TH IN WASHINGTON, D.C. ALONG WITH 2 MILLION OTHER LIKE-MINDED
PATRIOTS.” In a subsequent post on Jan. 2, 2021, Caldwell stated, “It begins for real Jan 5 and 6
on Washington D.C. when we mobilize in the streets. Let them try to certify some crud on capitol
hill with a million or more patriots in the streets. This kettle is set to boil...”

According to the criminal complaint filed on Jan. 19, on Jan. 6, the three documented their
participation and whereabouts in or around the U.S. Capitol on social media. Caldwell posted
messages on Facebook such as, “We are surging forward. Doors breached|.]” and at 3:05 p.m.
posted just, “Inside.” Watkins posted photos of herself, and with Crowl, on her Parler account
and captioned a photo by stating, “Me before forcing entry into the Capitol Building.
#stopthesteal?2 #stormthecapitol #oathkeepers #ohiomilitia.” Subsequently, she posted a video
of herself inside the Capitol captioned, “Yeah. We stormed the Capitol today. Teargassed, the
whole, 9. Pushed our way into the Rotunda. Made it into the Senate even. The news is lying (even
Fox) about the Historical Events we created today.”

In addition to the communication via Facebook and Parler, the FBI obtained an audio
recording of Zello communications between Watkins and other suspected Oath Keepers during
the Capitol incursion on a channel called “Stop the Steal J6.” As alleged in the indictment, in one
transmission Watkins stated, “We have a good group. We have about 30-40 of us. We are
sticking together and sticking to the plan.” An unknown male responds, “We’ll see you soon,
Jess. Airborne.” Following the U.S. Capitol incursion, Watkins and Crowl each interviewed with
the media. During the interviews, both confirmed membership of the Oath Keepers.

The case is being prosecuted by the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of
Columbia and the National Security Division, Counterterrorism Section, Department of Justice.
Valuable assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorneys’ Offices for the Southern District of Ohio
and Western District of Virginia. The case is being investigated by the FBI's Washington Field
Office and the Cincinnati Division, Dayton Joint Terrorism Task Force, with assistance by the
FBI's Richmond Division.

The ATF and FBI continue to urge the public to report suspected use of explosive devices,
or violent, destructive acts associated with the recent unrest. Anyone with information can call
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1-888-ATF-TIPS (1-888-283-8477), email ATFTips@atf.gov or submit information anonymously
via Reportlt.com.

The FBI is looking for individuals who may have incited or promoted violence of any kind.
Anyone with digital material or tips can call 1-800-CALL-FBI (800-225-5324) or submit images
or videos at fbi.gov/USCapitol.

The charges contained in the complaint are allegations. The defendants are presumed
innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in a court of law.

Updated December 20, 2024
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Related Content

PRESS RELEASE
Statement from U.S. Attorney Edward R. Martin, Jr.

See below statement from U.S. Attorney Edward R. Martin, Jr.

January 24, 2025

PRESS RELEASE
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U.S. Attorney’s Office Concludes Investigation Into Fatal Police Shooting
of Dalaneo Martin

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia announced today that there is
insufficient evidence to pursue federal criminal civil rights or District of Columbia charges
against a United...

November 7, 2024

PRESS RELEASE

Child Predator Sentenced to 10 %2 Year Prison Term for Abusing a Female
Relative in 2015

Gary Bellinger, 61, of Maryland, was sentenced today for child sexual abuse for the sexual
abuse of a then-15-year-old female relative in 2015.

October 17, 2024
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